
 

 PROCLAMATION OF 2015 AS THE 
UNITED NATIONS INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF LIGHT  

“ 1) …. Light plays a central role in human activities. ..Light is at the origin of 

life itself, and the many applications of light have revolutionized society 

through medicine, communications, entertainment, art and culture…. 

2) As physics of light becomes a key cross-cutting discipline of science and 

engineering in the twenty-first century, it is essential that the importance of 

the scientific study of the physics of light and the application of light-based 

technologies for global sustainable development is appreciated by everyone…. 

3) The year 2015 commemorates a remarkable series of important milestones 

in the history of the physics of light dating back 1,000, 200, 150, 100 and 50 

years…. 

4) An International Year of Light will offer to UNESCO a novel and important 

opportunity to fulfill its mission of promoting international cooperation in 

science, technology and engineering for sustainable development, as well as in 

science education and capacity-building….” 

 

UNESCO GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Paris, 13 August 2013 

 

 




